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Saved by the cross 

Jesus paid the price of sin   John 1:29 
Jesus took our place.    Romans 5:6 
Jesus dealt with death    Hebrews 2:14-15 
Jesus made peace by his blood  Colossians 1:20 
Jesus won a great victory   Colossians 2:15 
Jesus set us free     Ephesians 2:8 
Jesus broke the curse    Galatians 3:13 

Teaching 
 

We know that our salvation was earned at the cross of Calvary. But 
that is often as far as our knowledge goes. The Bible has much to 
say about the cross. It gives us many different understandings, and 
they are listed above. 

But how do we remember all this wide range of teaching? Each dif-
ferent piece of teaching has a powerful picture linked to it. These 
pictures will help us understand and remember what the Bible is 
teaching. Let’s look at them. 

Here are the key Bible passages:- 
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Jesus paid the price of sin. (John 1:29) 

Arriving at the check-out you find you have forgotten your card. 
The Assistant at the till gets angry. “You are a thief” he says. “You 
want the food, but you don’t want to pay.” You try to explain, but 
a crowd has gathered, all shouting and pushing you. You panic, 
and then suddenly a friend steps into the crowd, and pays your 
money. The crowd go away and all is well. 

Jesus took our place. (Romans 5:6) 

You are standing in court. You have done something wrong and 
now the sentence is coming. You have no influence over this 
court or this Judge. In fact you know you are guilty, and you 
fear for your future. No more freedom, no more being with your 
family or friends. Your whole life is about to be destroyed. But 
just before the Judge speaks the terrible words “guilty” a man 
stands up in the court, and says “Judge, I will go to prison in-
stead of this person.” The Judge agrees, and you are free - free 
to go and do the things you like doing, to be with your friends, 
to sit and enjoy your freedom. 

 
In the same way, Jesus has stood in our place, so that justice 
might be satisfied, and we might be free from our sentence 
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Jesus dealt with death. (Hebrews 2: 14-15) 

I am sitting in my car in a traffic jam. In my rear view mirror I 
suddenly see a lorry, out of control come crashing into the cars be-
hind me. One by one they are crushed, and I shut my eyes, saying 
“This is the end of my lie.” Suddenly, all is quiet. I look up. All the 
cars are crushed behind me -  but the accident stopped  few inches 
from my bumper. Huge relief sweeps over me. I am alive! 

In the same way, Jesus has destroyed death, so that we who love 
him might not have to live with the fear of death. 

Jesus made peace by his blood. (Colossians 1:20) 

Two groups are fighting in a town. One group wants to capture the 
town, and the other wants to defend it. More and more people die, 
and everyone can see that this is not going to end well. One day a 
United Nations official arrives, and after endless negotiation, the 
fighting stops, and slowly things return to normal. 

In the same way, Jesus has made peace for us - between us and the 
justice of God, by his blood shed on the cross. 
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Jesus won a great victory. (Colossians 2:15) 

The orphanage were in despair. They had spent all the money they 
had, and now the children were without food. They knew that some-
thing had to happen quickly, but they didn’t know what could hap-
pen. “Perhaps something will happen today” they said. 

Then, late in the evening, a car arrived. Two men stepped out, and 
said “We think God has spoken to us, and you need this money.” 
They gave the Orphanage an envelope, and drove away. When it 
was opened it, there was enough money to buy food for all the chil-
dren. “Alleluia” they  cried. “We have won a great victory.” There 
was much food for all the children that night. In the same way, Je-
sus has won a great victory for us. He has defeated the enemy, and 
given us new hope. Alleluia! 

Jesus sets us free. (Ephesians 2:8) 

A man borrowed and could not pay it back. Day after day he wor-
ried about this, and day after day the The one he had borrowed 
from said “If you don’t pay, I will have you thrown into prison. The 
next day came, and the debtor was terrified. He hid inside his 
home, and would not even come out. A friend of the man he owed 
money came to the door and called out “Peter, come out. I have 
something to tell you.” Shaking with fear, the debtor opened the 
door. “It’s OK” the man said, “he forgives you this debt. You are 
free.” 

In the same way, Jesus has set us free from the debts of sin, and 
the power of the enemy, that we might be free and live in joy. 
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What now? 

1. 
 

Pick one of the pictures, and make sure you understand it. 
Learn the Bible verse if you can, but do write it in your 
notebook. Then think what this picture means to you—it is 
the way in which Jesus rescued your life. Spend a short 
time thanking him for his goodness. 
 
2. 
 
Most of us have a cross in our homes. It’s good to be re-
minded every day of how valuable we are. But do we carry 
a small cross in our bag or in our pocket?  It could be a 
cross on a small card, one we have made or one we have 
bought. Then, if the need arises, we can give it so some-
one who seems to be in need.  
 
3. 
 
There is great power in the cross. We should learn to pray 
the power of the cross over every part of our lives, and in-
to every daily situation. These words might help—   
 
“Thank you for the cross, and for the price you paid for us. 
Power of the cross, be released now.” 


